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Fixing the Roof Whilst the Sun Shines!

We are blessed in Wormingford to have a large flexible space for use by the Community in the
shape of our Village Hall. However, having been built in the 1970’s and well used since, it’s

- §l| starting to show it’s age. Some residents have asked if we could knock it down and build a new one
§ ~ —after all, nearby Stanway has a brand new village hall, doesn’t it? We cannot follow suit because
£ the Stanway Hall cost £1.8 Million, was built on a cheaper greenfield site and was funded by

| developer contributions for the several thousand houses built there over the last ten years. That

| particular source of funding is unavailable to our little village. A Structural Engineers survey of our
hall has found that it is basically sound, and needs no more than some repairs and refurbishment.
So that is what the trustees of the charity that own the Hall have decided to do. Luckily, we don’t
need £1.8 Million to do that job, just 5% of that sum to enable us to modernise the hall. Through a combination of
recent one-off circumstances, the Rec Trust charity are in an unusual situation of having a healthier bank balance
than our usual hand -to -mouth financial state. That, plus a successful application for significant Grant funding from
the Enovert Community Trust, means we are now in a position to start our first phase of modernisation, which is
fixing the roof.

The Hall roof is rapidly deteriorating and recent winter storms have led to a number of patch repairs being required.
Alas, a recent survey confirmed that the current tiles are made of asbestos. Now asbestos is safe if it’s undisturbed,
not damaged, broken or drilled. Unfortunately damaged, broken tiles are exactly what results from storm damage
and therefore the weakened roof now needs urgent attention. We can’t leave it any longer, so consequently we are
planning to close the Village Hall from Monday May 15t until Friday June 231d. After the erection of scaffolding for
access, this will first allow specialist contractors to safely remove the asbestos tiles and take them away in sealed bags
for disposal. Then our roofing contractors can fit the new roof using new slates. In addition, having the roof off for
repairs will allow a complete renewal of the roof insulation to modern standards, helping keep down our heating
costs in the future. The Hall will stay closed and fenced off to ensure the safety of residents during this period.
Please note the Playing field and Pavilion will be unaffected and can still be used while the Hall is closed.

The roof replacement is just our first phase of modernisation. We have already lined up another grant to fund
renewal of our plumbing and hot water system, plus we have other small refurbishment projects in the pipeline.
After our new roof has been completed we
hope to go ahead with the installation of
solar panels on it along with a battery.
[subject to further successful grant
funding]. These improvements will enable
us to significantly reduce our rapidly rising
electricity bills. This is how the Recreation
Trust is working hard for the village, to
make sure our Village Hall can continue to

. 8th May 2023, Wormingford Village Hall, 12-4
serve the community for many more years e e
to come. We hope to see you at our
celebrations to reopen the Hall on July 2nd, crafilnanve
. . CeownliDecorating
Peter Byrne— Chair of the Recreation Trust Pty G > 2
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DISCLAIMER: The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors
and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 21st of the month by email to: thewormeditor@gmail.com
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Wednesday 5th April - Sunday 9th April

COME AND PURCHASE

YOUR CLUE SHEETS FOR £2.00
FROM THE CROWN AND START HUNTING

FOR THOSE DRAGONS !

Easter Square game
£1.00 a square
at The Crown

wo! = (5
St Q: All proceeds going to :‘:')
= St Andrews Church m

Colouring Competition
50p per entry

Wormingford

ART’s bike events are back! Join ?‘%
ART every month from 20t April ’x}«
g9am - 1pm. Come and get your bike <
serviced by a professional mechanic 3
making sure your bikes are road safe <
before joining ART for a community

ride, on the beautiful Essex lanes. You'll get to meet like minded people
with the same hobbies and to socialise at ART’s Church Road site -[the

Old School]. Keep an eye on ART’s column here in The Worm and on
social media for future events and dates.

Calling all Bookworms!!

The Essex County Council Mobile Library visits Robletts Way, Wormingford -
every 3 weeks in the afternoon between 14:25 - 14:55

Future Dates: 13th Apr, 4th May, 25th May, 15th Jun, 6th Jul, 27th Jul,
17th Aug, 7th Sep, 28th Sep, 19th Oct, 9th Nov, 30th Nov, 21st Dec



WORMINGFORD PARISH COUNCIL DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE THAT THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 20™ APRIL 2023 AT 8.00PM IN WORMINGFORD VILLAGE HALL.
THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

AGENDA

23/01 RECORD OF MEMBERS PRESENT
23/02 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
23/03 TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLEY MEETING HELD ON THE 10™ MARCH 2022.
23/04 PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMANS REPORT
23/05 WARD & COUNTY COUNCILLORS TO ADDRESS THE PUBLIC IF PRESENT

WARD COUNCILLOR DARIUS LAWS

COUNTY COUNCILLOR LEWIS BARBER
23/06 GUEST SPEAKER — RURAL ENGAGMENT TEAM — ESSEX POLICE
23/07 GUEST SPEAKER — COLCHESTER NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH — GRAHAME STEHLE
23/08 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Wormingford Parish Council Report

Meetings were held on the 9" February and 9™ March 2023, both of which were well attended by
Councillors and residents. Key items discussed over this period are as follows:

Affordable Rural Housing — it was agreed that a housing needs survey will be undertaken later in the
Spring. This strictly confidential survey will be undertaken by RCCE (Rural Community Council of Essex)
on behalf of the Parish Council. No individual details will be divulged during the process; the Parish
Council will receive an anonymous summary at the end of the process in order to discuss the next steps. It
is anticipated that the blank forms will be circulated to every household in the village along with the June
edition of the Worm.

Speed Signs - residents will already have noticed that the new vehicle activated speed sign is operational
on Main Road. Data will be downloaded from the sign in order to analyse actual speeds detected, which
should help us determine future actions to make the village roads safer. One project under consideration
is to replace the existing sign on the Colchester side of the village with a permanent sign which also
records actual speeds data.

Speed Watch — a number of residents have put their names forward as Speed Watch volunteers,
however a further five volunteers are required before we can join the shortlist for training and the provision
of a camera. Anyone interested should contact our Clerk who's details are shown at the end of this report.

Defibrillator - we are pleased to report that the defibrillator, situated outside the Sports Pavilion has now
been commissioned and is available for use should an emergency situation arise. The system is designed
to be operated by anyone, with or without training however, we do intend to organise training in its use
along with some general CPR instruction in the near future.

Annual Parish Assembly Meeting — this will be held on Thursday 20™ April at 8.00pm in the Village Hall.
It is anticipated that there will be presentations by The Rural Engagement Team from Essex Police and
from a representative from Colchester Neighbourhood Watch after which there will be an opportunity for
residents to raise any questions or issues in relation to our community.

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to take place at the Village Hall on Thursday 20"
April commencing at 7.00 pm, this will be a short meeting before the Annual Parish Assembly Meeting
starting at 8.00pm.

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford@outlook.com. Further
information and the latest draft minutes and past copies of the Worm can be found at http://
www.wormingford.org
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Jean Patmore was inspired by the wonderful
snowdrops behind St Andrews and kindly sent The
Worm the following poem by Nessie Gell;

A fresh new snowdrop greeted me
Amongst the leaves beneath the tree
That delicate and tiny flower
Braves frost and raid and snowy shower
To tell us spring is nigh
My garden soon will bloom again
In summer sunshine, gentle rain
With pansies, roses, hollyhocks

But none can bring such joy to me

As that tiny snowdrop ‘neath the tree.

Abberton Rural Training Woodland Ball.

ART are thrilled that their Enchanted Woodland
Ball will be happening on 28th April 2023 at
Pontlands Park for a spectacular night to support the
Exercise Rustic Recovery Programme for Personnel on
Recovery Duty being discharged from service.

ART’s Armed Forces Exercise Rustic Recovery
programme helps 270-300 Personnel on Recovery
Duty and Veterans each year who are in the process of
being discharged from all armed services due to
medical issues including PTSD and physical
disabilities. The course allows them to connect with
others in a similar circumstance, disconnect from
urban life whilst reconnecting with nature.

A sparkling event for £65 per person or tables of 8 for
£480, includes a glass of fizz on arrival, 3 course meal
and disco to dance the night away! Discounted rooms
available too if you want to stay the night.

FRONTFOOT e A )‘.3;-

Perrywood

All money raised will go towards these programmes
and us being able to continue helping Service
Personnel going through their transition to civilian life
after being wounded or injured.

Please support ART by purchasing a ticket or more for
the Enchanted Woodlands Ball. Tickets can be
individually purchased, or you can purchase a table of
8 by emailing info@abbertonrt.onmicrosoft.com

Alternatively, if you can't join us then please consider
giving a donation, or something for the auction or
raffle! Your support will help ART make a real
difference to their lives.
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Heather Writes From The Vicarage......

N : 3 !
He is not here, He is risen! ST ANDREW’S SERVICES APRIL /

April begins in a rather playful mood, with | a4 AY 2023
April Fools day. Be it on TV, radio or in the
| papers, over the years, there have been April 6th — 7.00pm Maundy Thursday

some rather clever April fools jokes played | April 9th — 11.00 Holy Communion Service

on us, the unsuspecting public. Just over a | April 23rd — 11.00 Morning Worship

Vel week after we enjoy the fooling around of | May 14th — 11.00 Matins

@ April fools day, we will this year celebrate | May 28th — 6.30 pm Flower Festival Songs of Praise
& Easter Day. For the disciples on that first | churchwardens :

" Easter morning, it must have felt like the Mike Crisp - 07747 623172

women were trying to pull off the most elaborate April fools | Richard Batterham- 01787 228172

joke, running in to tell them that the stone that covered the
entrance to Jesus’ tomb had been rolled away and the body gone. Though Peter and John, run to the scene,
they still can’t quite understand what has happened. Later that afternoon, two disciples on the road to
Emmaus, walk along in utter despair. Although they have heard the testimony of the women, telling them
about the empty tomb, and the angels who told them Jesus was alive, still they cannot believe it. It sounds like
complete foolishness, it is so unbelievable. As they journey on, Jesus meets them in
their place of unbelief and says ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and
then enter his glory?’ and beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to
them what was said in all the scriptures concerning himself. The testimony of the
women, that first Easter morning, was not foolishness, it was not some elaborate hoax,
what they had to report was real and has been the good news that has transformed the
lives of millions of people ever since. And so this Easter time, we can with joy again
declare, along with the angels ‘He is not here — Jesus is not dead and in a tomb — He
has risen! And through his resurrection, Jesus assures us of the promise of life
everlasting. Alleluia.

May God bless you this Easter time. Heather.

Wormingford Flower Festival- St Andrew’ Chuwrchv , Wormingford

27th, 28th and 29th May 2023, 10am — 5pm

Wormingford’s Flower Festival has been a long tradition in our village and this year it
makes a return. Please help us make this a great one! As well as the flower
arrangements on display, cakes and refreshments will be for sale along with a Bric a
Brac stall and a Tombola — all in aid of the church. ART are kindly letting us use the
Old School for refreshments. Admission is free, but all donations are welcome.
Throughout the weekend you can bid for your favourite arrangement, and the weekend
will end with a silent auction. On Sunday evening there will be a Songs of Praise.
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Want to participate? Keen village bakers can donate homemade cakes, scones, or jams.

Bric a Brac is also needed — just leave with Caroline Post at Church Hall, Church Road [leave outside the

garage]. We also need volunteers, whatever time you have available, to help serve on the refreshment stand,
help clear and tidy and keep watch over the flower displays.

v
—7,3 We are really looking forward to meeting new faces and old.
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A Wormingford Life ..... as ot by Barry Gibbons .

e Barry was born in March 1940 in one of the old cottages in Church Rd where Lumley now
stands. Church Rd was then cut off by snow drifts —an obstacle for the attending doctor
and midwife! In 1943 the family moved to a bungalow at Rochford Farm, next to the
American base. During the War, Barry’s Dad joined to Home Guard, having to leave
Barry’s Mum and three young kids alone whilst on duty. Anti -aircraft guns made the
bungalow shake violently, frightening poor Mum and kids, who all hid under the table.
There was no escape from the traumatising noise , so the family had to move back to
Church Rd, into one of the three cottages next to the shop. These were basic and very cold
—there was one outside tap shared by the three houses, a water well, a hand pump and
toilets at the top of the garden. Barry’s Dad was a farm worker and part of his job was to
drive onto the American base to pick up swill. Barry often went with Dad and remembers
the Americans giving him candy - very thrilling for such a little boy! When Barry started
school in Wormingford in 1944 , the first thing he did was to get into the air raid shelter. Barry started off with Miss
Taylor and then moved up with Miss Maxsted, who gave him his first pair of football shin pads. Later Barry was in
Mr Jones class and became captain of the first football team . Barry recalls that Miss Taylor gave each year a garden
plot and taught the children gardening and ‘country works’. All children were also taught to knit, make pottery and
to sew. Miss Taylor would take the children over to St Andrews church for some of the services there. The vicar
would also come once a week to the school to talk to the children. Barry recalls that these were lovely years at
Wormingford school and he has never forgotten them. Barry started at St Helens in Colchester in 1941. The country
boys, of which Barry was one, were bullied by the town boys, so at playtime they stuck together for protection. This
didn’t prevent Barry from getting into the under fourteen football team and then into the senior team and winning
the Markham cup1 at the Royal Ground at Harwich. Barry found that then all the boys who had bullied him suddenly
wanted to be friends! He was put up for a trial for the Essex team but unfortunately on the trial day was hurt and
unable to play. During the years that Barry was at St Helens, he was taught to bell ring by his uncle, the tower
captain at Wormingford. He was 11 when he rang his first quarter peal. At 13, on Coronation Day 1953, he was made
patrol leader of the Lions in the Scout troupe. Barry started work at Colletts farm in 1955 and was a cow man for
some of the time. He left in 1959 to join Woods of Colchester. He had 18 months at the Colchester Lather Company
and then went back to Woods, where he stayed until he retired. He was made captain of the church in 1978 and also
elected onto the PCC, and has been there ever since.

" Bellringing news

St Andrew’s Church Tower has now been repaired, after suffering disrepair
and cracks. Pending an ok from the architect, the bellringing group [led by
Barry] are very much hoping to ring the bells for the Coronation. The bell
ringing group is very special, being made up of dedicated and very well
practiced local people who in some cases have been ringing our bells for
over half a century. We have all very much missed the bells ringing out across the village.

The Worm acknowledges the sad loss of Richard Gregory, who died recently and who is fondly
remembered by the handbell ringing group. If anyone would like to try out or join either the
church or hand bellringing groups, please contact Barry on 01787 227744

Our Wormingford Belle!

Congratulations to long -time Wormingford
resident Evelyn Reeve, who as a young lass rang her very first
peal of bells on 27th March 1953. After 70 years, Evelyn doesn’t
remember too much about the big event, but thinks that she may
have been a little bit nervous beforehand! We all wish Evelyn well.




Lewis Barber - County Councillor update

I am pleased the scheme to roll out an additional speed indicator device in
Wormingford (to be initially shared with Fordham and Aldham on a rolling
basis) has taken place. I have supported this project financially through my
locality budget in partnership with your Parish Council, who have worked
hard on what has turned out to be a more complex project that initially antic-
ipated. I am looking at expanding further road safety schemes in the area.

More widely on traffic management, there is now a width restriction in place on Wormingford
bridge. This is in response to recent incidents that have caused damaged to it and the wider im-
pact on the local network. Highways are monitoring the impact so if you are aware of any vehicles
breaching the restriction, please do take details and let me know. There will be a follow up survey
in harvest time next year too and if the order and signage is not sufficient, a physical restriction
will be explored, budget dependent. We also continue to work to minimise the impact of large ve-
hicles on the local rural network. I also appreciate there are also challenges in particular on Rob-
letts Way. I will continue to support finding a solution as best I can.

Essex County Council recently had its budget meeting, where we decided on how to spend our £2
billion revenue budget and our extensive capital budget. We spend approximately 2/3 of the
budget on adult and young person’s social care and this continues to be a huge pressure and chal-
lenge for the council. Excellent and dignified care is an absolute priority. However, the service
that most people interact with on a day to day basis is our highway network. That is why I am
pleased to have voted for an additional £9 million for highways maintenance, including for pave-
ments, on top of a planned rise that had already been budgeted in. This increase is more than
double that any other party proposed and follows on from the additional pothole repair fund I
voted on the year before for the financial year that is just ending. I included Fiddlers Hill and
Fordham Road as part of this and at the time of writing we are waiting for the date to be sched-
uled in. I have also worked to ensure that the resources have been made available to tackle the
ongoing flooding issues on Church Road, the report on which I am waiting for at the time of writ-
ing after recent works.

In the budget, the Government also allocated a further over £5 million to Essex to help with pot-
holes. This means our highways maintenance budget has increased by c£15m extra this financial
year. I promised to secure a fair deal for our Highways and I am delivering on that. If you have
any highways issues, please do get in touch on Cllr.lewis.barber@essex.gov.uk with details and
we will do what we can to get the resources to resolve it.

On waste, Colchester Council has voted to introduce garden waste charges and scrap the waste
drop-off service. I am opposed to such proposals and I voted against them. Colchester Council
has scaled back its cut to the waste drop off service after myself and four other colleagues identi-
fied a constitutional technicality. However, the garden waste charges continue unfortunate-
ly. Please email me on cllr.lewis.barber@essex.gov.uk for a list of waste drop off service locations,
dates and times. Essex County Council is trialling a booking system for use of its recycling centres
from March 13th to help cut waiting times and reduce unauthorised commercial waste. This trial
is an extension of the larger vehicle booking system throughout the county and the existing all
booking system in Rayleigh. The system works well in Rayleigh and Suffolk so I hope it will
achieve similar results here. I have raised with the cabinet member concerns that this may cause
fly tipping, but I am reassured by a recent investigation by DEFRA that concluded booking sys-
tems do not lead to such an outcome.
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Wormingford Wanderers / N

It’s been a busy start to 2023 for the boys
with games coming thick and fast!

\

Both our Red and Blue teams have produced some
fantastic performances, the boys have really been
working hard on the training ground and Lee, Tom and myself are

incredibly proud of their achievements so far!

Our Blues performances have earned

~  them a place in the top league of the

- Colchester & District Youth League and

, 2 of our players have moved to

> Colchester United‘s Development team

" (though thankfully for us they can still
play for us at the weekends!)

As of today there are 8 fixtures
remaining until the end of the season and a well deserved break for
everyone involved but next season is when it starts to get serious as

matches will become 3 points for a win and 1 for a draw as a competitive

league structure will start for the Under 12 season

Away from the pitch we continue to grow the clubs stature, including
pitch maintenance and improvements, our coaches will go on FA
courses to improve their knowledge of the game and coaching skills and
the clubhouse has had a makeover with a brand new kitchen

Do you have a bike
that you no longer use?

Don't bin it - donate it to Re-Cycle and help change lives
Please visit www.re-cycle.org for details of your nearest drop off point




