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for the Masthead 

3 Churches  

Jubilee Walk 

O 
n Friday 3rd June, 35 

walkers  met at the 

Thatchers at Mount 

Bures for breakfast. Their 

first visit was to St John the Baptist Mount 

Bures Church to view Flower 

Festival arrangements and 

visit Olive’s Garden. Some 

climbed the Mount before 

setting off towards 

Wormingford. Passing 

through Wormingford Hall, 

the group climbed up to the 

viewpoint on Lodge Hills 

where the Colchester Archaeological Group had 

unearthed a Tudor Hunting Lodge site. They 

looked over Smallbridge Hall and Wormingford 

Mere and tried to work out how many Churches 

should be visible– if it wasn’t for the obscuring 

trees ! Moving onto to the beautifully decorated 

St Andrew’s Church in Wormingford, walkers 

viewed the famous Dragon window and heard 

how Sir George Marney of Layer de la Haye slew 

the fearsome beast!  Both a Bric-a-Brac sale and  

lovely refreshments at ART were available. 

Following the Stour Valley Path to Maltings 

Farm, walkers gave Ronnie Blythe a wave and 

then made their way to St Peter and St Paul 

Church in Little Horkesley for afternoon tea and 

cake. The old double decker bus kindly dropped 

everyone off back at the Thatchers. 

Our thanks to everyone who came or helped to 
make it a thoroughly enjoyable day. 

Wormingford Jubilations! 

The Jubilee 
Celebrations 
at the Village 
Hall and 
Playing Field 
on the 2nd 
June were a 
great success.  
Several 
hundred 
people both 
from the 
village and 
those nearby, 
enjoyed some 
glorious 
weather and 
lots of fun, culminating in the lighting of the 
beacon at dusk.  Over £1100 was raised for the 
Recreation Trust, to maintain the upkeep of 
the Hall.  The Trustees would like to thank 
everyone who helped put together such a fun 
time and in particular to Paul and Sarah of The 
Crown for running the bar. Many people took 
full advantage of it! 
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Wormingford Parish Council (WPC) Report 

Bi-monthly Report for June and July 2022 

I 
s your child starting primary school? Starting primary school can be scary for children and their families. 
You can take the scare factor out by coming to one of our Big School Meet Ups before the big day in 
September. You can get the chance to meet other children and their families who will be starting at your own 

child’s school.   There have been several of these events already, but they’ll be continuing until the end of August. 
See what's happening at your local library for details. And if you’ve missed the event for your own local school, don’t 
worry – you can still come along to one of the others, chat, listen to a storytime and get some tips and tricks. 

R 
ecycling at your local library Here’s a tip about 
disposing of your empty ink cartridges in an eco-
friendly way. Take them to your local library.  Every 

library has a new Ink Bin recycling box to put your empty 
home-use ink cartridges in. Once they’re collected, they’ll be 
sorted, refilled and put back on the market as 
remanufactured ink cartridges. This will stop them ending up 
in landfill.  What else does your local library recycle? Most 
will take old batteries; some take small electrical items too. 
Save yourself a trip to the recycling centre!   If you’re running 
short of recycling sacks or caddies for roadside collections, 
your local library may be the place to help. Food sacks, 
garden sacks and recycling boxes can all be found at some of 
our libraries.   Coverage does vary, so check out the recycling 
facilities available at your local library.  

S 
ummer Reading Challenge A reminder that the 
Summer Reading Challenge – Gadgeteers – is 
running until Saturday 3 September in all Essex 

libraries and mobile libraries. To 
take part, children will need 
their own library card, so if 
anyone in your family is not a 
library member pop down to 
your local library to join or join 
online now.   The challenge for 
children is to read six books over 
the summer. If they do, they’ll 
earn a certificate and medal. 

P 
arish Council meetings were held on 9th June and 14th July.  

Over the past two meetings the Council has addressed the following issues: 

Seven planning applications have been discussed over the last two months, with comments being sent to 
Colchester Borough Council and Essex County Council. Notifications of planning applications will now be placed on 
the Parish Council Facebook page in order to assist residents to stay informed of developments within the village. 

The Parish Council have asked Cllr Lewis Barber to see if Essex County Council will come out and assess Packards 
Lane, due to the lack of 40mph signs. 

A one off grass cut will take place in front of Easten Green, around the phone box and bus stop.  The Parish Council 
will discuss further maintenance at the September meeting. 

W e have two vacancies on the Parish Council 
due to the resignation of Tim Hearne & 

Anita Connor.  The Parish Council would like to 
thank Tim and Anita for their time as Councillors.  
If you would be interested in finding out more 
about becoming a Councillor please contact the 
Clerk or the Chairman Peter Bentley. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is 
scheduled to take place at the Village Hall on 
Thursday 8th September commencing at 7.00 pm. 
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Churchwardens :  

Mike Crisp - 07747 623172 

Richard Batterham– 01787 228172 

 

  Facing change 

A 
s I write this, the weather has gone from 34 degrees one day, to just 16 the next, a 
reminder that the weather can be incredibly changeable. One minute the garden can be as 
dry as a bone and requiring nightly watering, and the next a sodden mess, as a new 
weather front comes in. 

Change is all around us, all of the time. Some changes, we have absolutely no control over, we 
can’t do anything to determine if the sun will shine tomorrow or if it will rain, what will be, will 
be. 

Other changes, we have a little control over, or at least we can control how we might respond to 
the changes taking place.  

In the next few months, many young people will be preparing to move up to high school, sixth 
form colleges, or even preparing to move out and leave for university. At the other end of the age 
range, some will be being prepared to start primary school, or even nursery. 

All of these changes, can seem massive, particularly when they involve a certain amount of 
upheaval. But there are things we can do to help us as we approach these changes.  

W 
hen I think about changes, I am often reminded of a couple of lines in the hymn, and 
football anthem, Abide with me, which go, ‘change and decay in all around I see,’ 
which I often think gives a rather negative slant to change, which after all can be 

incredibly positive. Life without any changes, would actually be very dull and boring. 

But then the next line says, ‘O thou who changest not, abide with me.’ a reminder that 
even though things are changing, God is a constant presence with us, he is the constant amidst all 
our changes. When we face change, especially those which seem more daunting, we can 
remember that God is that constant who is always with us. 

So whatever changes you may be facing, whether it be a move in school, a job, house or family 
circumstance, I hope you remember, that whatever you may feel about the change, God is always 
there for you, and turn to him. 

May God bless you. 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH SERVICES  

– AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

Aug 7th  – 11.00 Morning Worship 

14th   – 11.00 Matins 

21st   – 11.00 Morning Worship 

28th   – 11.00 Holy Communion Service 

Sept 4th  – Morning Worship 

11th   – 11.00 Matins 

18th   – 11.00 Morning Worship 

25th   – 11.00 Holy Communion Service  

30th   – Harvest Supper in Village Hall 

Oct 2nd  – 11.00 Harvest Festival Service 

 

Please note – During the winter months, from the beginning of 

November, St Andrew’s Church will only have regular services 

On the 2nd and 4th Sundays although special services such as  

Remembrance and Christmas will still go ahead. 

The last compactor van of the year will be in the Village Hall car park on August 6th between 9.30 am and 10. 45 am.  

Please be aware you are required to load your own goods into the van. No White goods or liquids.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Wormingford Life…..  

Continuing the memories of Barry Gibbons 

B 
arry’s Dad was a farm worker who often drove an old lorry for his employer.  When  

working on the American base, he took Barry with him but needed a pass to get past the 

sentry. Barry recalls a sentry post at Fordham Rd, a source of free candy from the GI’s! 

Starting school in Wormingford in 1944, Barry’s  first lesson was 

how to access the air raid shelter! The Head, Mrs Eldred, seemed 

very strict to Barry as a little’un. He recalls teachers Miss Taylor 

and Miss Maxstead, who gave him his first pair of shin pads.  Later, 

Mr Jones formed the first football team—and made Barry Captain!  

In his final year with Miss Taylor, Barry  and his classmates were 

give garden plot s in the school playground and were taught 

‘country works’. The children were also taught to knit, make 

pottery and sew. Barry recalls the close ties between the St Andrews and the school– he feels that 

his years at Wormingford school were lovely ones and he has never forgotten them. 

Starting at St Helens in 1944, Barry found that the town boys did not like the ‘country boys ‘,  who 

stuck together for protection.  Being a successful footballer made a big difference to Barry;  when 

he won the Markham cup at the Royal Ground in Harwich, he found  those town boys suddenly 

all liked him after all! Barry was later put up for a trial for the Essex team but sadly had an 

accident on the day and was not able to play. 

B arry’s other accomplishments were to have rung his quarter peal as a bell ringer aged 11  and 

being made patrol leader of the Lions Scout troupe when he was aged 13 on Coronation day 

1953.      To be continued……….! 

WORMINGFORD WANDERERS UNDER 10's 
 

I 
n May 2021 Tom Leggett was given the opportunity to move the 
youth team that he coached from Stanway Villa over to 
Wormingford, and having spent the vast majority of his 

childhood in the village, he jumped at the chance! 
 
The first season started in September 2021 and was a great success! 
The boys soon settled into their new surroundings and their 
development on the pitch went from strength to strength. 

 
The end of season stats were: 
Played 34 
Won 16 
Drew 5 
Lost 13 
Goals For 109 
Goals Against 86 
 

T 
here was an end of season 
presentation do at The Crown, 
which put on a great day, 

enjoyed by the boys and parents alike! 
 
This season the team will move to 9-a-
side with a bigger pitch and larger 
goals which should set-up some 
interesting score lines this year!  


