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Thanks to Nick Miller 

for the Masthead 

On the Tiles! 

Peter Byrne writes…….. 

Well, we did fix the Roof while the Sun shone and it’s 

just as well given the rain we’ve had since! The Village 

Hall now has a nice new, fully insulated slate roof with 

maintenance free soffits and the nasty loose asbestos 

tiles are gone.  Our contractors Maldon Roofing 

Solutions worked hard and finished on time and on 

budget delivering a fine new roof.  The Recreation 

Trust would like to thank our grant funders Enovert 

Trust and the DEFRA led Platinum Jubilee Village Hall 

scheme, who together funded over 75% of the cost and 

thank everyone for their patience while the hall was closed for the Works. The Rec Trust hope you all 

enjoyed our reopening event on July 2nd. 

Our next works will be to do some plumbing upgrades and fit a new water heater, which we hope to 
complete in September. Longer term ambitions are for Solar panels on the new roof and a battery to store 
the electricity.  As ever the Trust are on the lookout for suitable grant funding for these, but we do need 
you to keep supporting our fundraising events. It’s your continued generous support that enables us to 
maintain and improve the Hall.  We thank you for that.  

Emma Johnson writes…….. 

With the completion of the new village hall roof, a raise the roof party was a must !  So 

Wormingford Recreation Trust, with the help of  Wormingford Wanderers Football 

Club, produced a fabulous funday Sunday to raise much needed funds, with fun games 

and entertainment for everyone.  There were stalls with local treats and produce, 

chances to win prizes on the tombola and beat the goalie games, as well as 

demonstrations of karate and bee keeping to name but a few.  We had a display of cars 

and a visit from our local police officer, which delighted many as they got to wear hats, 

push buttons and chat away the day.  

The BBQ went down a storm, manned by the football club, with great burgers and 

hotdogs, and the bar was as popular as ever with the great bar staff ( Graham and Ted) doing a sterling 

job.  The raffle prizes were absolutely amazing and worth winning, as Janine and other trustees begged, 

borrowed, but definitely didn’t steal, so many from friends and businesses in our area.  So to sum up our 

day you wonderful villagers and friends have helped to raise over an astounding £1,500, shared between 

the trust and the football club, which will help to fund future projects and hall upkeep.   

THANK YOU  
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Setting off across the fields, I was immediately struck by how much the landscape changes, as crops necessary to feed our 
nation spring forth. A green and pleasant land; but useful, more than just the idyllic.   

I reached Wormingford. Contemplating rural England, I was struck by how man exists alongside nature, marvelling at the wild 
ivy and thistles growing amongst the houses, phone boxes and bus-stops. Slow, a useful reminder of the pace of village life. 
The word tranquillity came to mind, as I pensively considered man’s need for urbanisation and sadly wondered if English 
village life, with its church and pub would cease to exist.     

I marvelled at the beauty and vividness of wild-flowers and thought about the armies of pollinators they support; where will 
they find room to grow if villages give-way to towns and towns become cities.  

The fields became sporadic woodland, as I took the path to Bures. It was cooler, and the beauty of trees struck me, as I 
contemplated some lichen clinging to a branch. Spotting new shoots springing to life, I was astonished by the tenacity of 
nature. Passing through several gates, as footpaths negotiated working farms, open fields full of cattle and even private 
gardens, I rejoiced at the right to wander, promising myself I would do so more often. 



Wormingford Parish Council  

Report for June and July 2023 
 

Meetings were held on 8th June and 20th July 2023. The June meeting was 
held in the Marquee at the Crown Public House due to the roof 
refurbishment taking place at the Village Hall. Many thanks to Paul and 
Sarah for extending their hospitality. 

Two applications to fill the outstanding vacancies on the Parish Council 
had been received by the May deadline. Both these applications were reviewed and it was agreed 
that Mrs Carrie-Jo Baker and Mr Phil Cook should join the Council as soon as the relevant 
paperwork was completed. The new councillors will be welcomed at the July meeting. 

At the beginning of July, feedback has been received from the Rural Community Council of 
Essex who reported that only 18% of the survey forms distributed throughout the village had 
been received. This is a disappointing statistic as the average response expected is in the order of 
25%. Attempts are being made to promote the completion of this questionnaire before the 
deadline of the 28th July. 

The planning application for a green waste recycling facility on the airfield has been refused by 
Essex County Council. Enforcement measures have also been agreed by ECC and notified to the 
applicant. WPC has since been notified that an appeal against the enforcement measures has 
been launched. The enforcement appeal documents also indicate that an appeal against the 
planning refusal will also be made in the near future. WPC agreed to object to the enforcement 

appeal and any future planning appeal at its meeting on 20th 
July 2023. 

Some small progress has been made with respect to the 
outstanding road repairs between Wormingford and 
Fordham. After numerous complaints from Wormingford 
and Fordham Parish Councils and with the assistance of Cllr 
Lewis Barber it would appear that the repairs are now on a 
list for repair during September/October. We acknowledge 
the high level of concern expressed about the state of this 
road and the arising potential safety issues, we will keep 
raising the urgency of the need for these repairs to be carried 
out without further delay. 

The next meeting of the Council will take place on 14th 
September at the Village Hall, commencing at 7.00pm. 

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at 
wormingford@outlook.com. Further information and the 
latest draft minutes and past copies of the Worm can be 
found at https://wormingford.org/ 

WHAT TO SOW NOW 
• This is an excellent time to sow winter radish such as mooli, preferably under cover in 
modules, to transplant in about three weeks. They should crop from mid-autumn. 

• We're approaching a really good time to sow true spinach. Best options are the first week of 
August for prolific harvests through autumn, and around mid-August for slightly smaller plants 
which should survive winter more strongly 

• Florence fennel needs sowing now, to have time for making a bulb. 

• Endive. 

• Spring onions, last chance for there to be time for autumn 
harvests. 
• Chinese cabbage, for autumn hearting. 

• Salad rocket, mizuna, mustards, any other brassica salads. 

• Pak choi , parsley, dill and coriander. 

mailto:wormingford@outlook.com
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‘Breast Friends’ cancer support group 

Wormingford Resident Janine Aldis, of Greyfriars, 
Main Road, co- runs a Breast Cancer support 
community called Breast Friends with fellow cancer 
thriver Caroline Sturman.  The group, which began 
in the Autumn of 2021, has now grown in size to 
over 300 members across Essex and Suffolk. They 
host two private Facebook groups for members 
affected by breast cancer, and also have a public 
Facebook page 'Breast Friends CIC' which anyone 
can follow.  Breast Friends’ aims are to ensure that 
no woman takes their 

next steps alone on their cancer journey, and to 
offer peer support online and in person, monthly. 
They run events for the women such as Wellness 
Walks, Art Workshops, M&S Bra Fitting evenings, 
and regular Zoom meetings with special guest 
presenters.  They are currently the chosen charity 
of the year for Oaks hospital, and recently attended 
the Ramsey Women's Health Conference, where 
they presented to 100 GP's about the importance of 
mental health support for women with breast 
cancer. To know more, you can head to their 
website www.breastfriends.co.uk 

http://www.breastfriends.co.uk/


A.R T’s  Celebration Event:  

ART recently  had a wonderful day celebrating all 

their participants and volunteers and their 

massive achievements  and are so proud of 

everyone! ART loved presenting certificates and 

awards to this year’s participants and their 

spokesperson Daisy Taylor writes that it is ‘ 

always such a pleasure to be able to confirm 

achievements and certificates for so many of our 

participants , many of whom have never believed 

that they could complete anything’. Daisy tells the 

Worm that it was lovely to have support at 

Wormingford from so many distinguished guests, 

the wonderful Lord Lieutenant, Jennifer 

Tolhurst, Mayor & Mayoress of Colchester Cllr & 

Mrs John Jowers, Cllr Diane Garrod, Chairman 

of Braintree District Council and many more. It 

was a pleasure to be able to show off our work and Wormingford site to them all.  

ART would like to say a huge well done to the winner of the 

Andy Thomas Award, Stuart Hannan who volunteers art three  

sites as well as supporting people overcome their barriers whilst 

also dealing with his own, and to the runner up Mandy Baker.  

Also, to the Best in Show winner David Leah for his excellent 
garden design ; the Eco Award Winner Ben Taylor for his work 
improving the local environment and the Staff Award to Beverly 
Baker for her amazing work with SEND adults especially life 
skills and independent progression despite her own additional 
challenges this year.   

ART courses have now ended for the summer. It’s been 

ART’s  best academic year yet with lots of achievements, 

progression, positivity—and much laughter and happiness.  

ART have 467 individuals attending courses across Essex 

learning new skills, improving mental health, improving 

the environment, making new friends, and gaining new 

qualifications. 72% of participants of  current cohorts have 

a disability of some sort, 94% have improved wellbeing and 

confidence, 81% have improved their mental health by 

being with us, 20% have reduced GP attendance, 16% 

reduced medication and 199 participants have gained 

qualifications this year with 80% achieving a hard outcome 

of employment, self-employment or volunteering or 

multiple outcomes.  

 

ART are so proud of all participants and staff,  who work so 
hard to put their beneficiaries first, no matter what their history 
or issues. All are welcome without judgement to ART’s sites and 
courses. ART could not do their work without all the support 
funders, partners, referral partners, corporate volunteers, 
trustees, and course volunteers. ART want to thank everyone 
for their support in what they do.  



 

  

“The Old Pond” by Matsuo 
Bashō 

An old silent pond 

A frog jumps into the pond— 

Splash! Silence again. 

 

Lewis Barber’s update  
 
 
I am pleased to confirm that the resources are secured and a date has been 
provided for repairs to Fordham Road and Wormingford Road. 
Unfortunately, due to the nature and extent of the repairs, the next crew 
availability for this work is 28th September.  
Moat Road, Mill Road and Plummers Road will also be repaired as part of 
these works. There will be phased road closures from 28th September until 
19th October along this stretch. I will be asking for temporary repairs to 
take place on the worst parts in the meantime, recognising that there is still 
some weeks until the works take place. There will also be repairs taking place down Main Road between 
27th-29th September, although this does not require a road closure. 
 
I will also have the second phase of my priority repair budget opening later in the financial year. This is 
part of the extra £17m we have added to the Highways maintenance budget this year. Please do send me 
any suggestions either now or in a few weeks time when it opens. 
 
You may also be aware that an appeal has been launched against Essex County Council’s decision to 
implement enforcement proceedings against a waste recycling site on Fairfields Farm. This will be dealt 
with by a public hearing and I will keep the community update on the outcome.  
 
My campaign continues to introduce Digigo, an electric on demand bus, to the area. I am determined to 
improve the public transport offering in rural Colchester. I secured up to £20,000 from the Local 
Highways Panel after colleagues supported the application to conduct a feasibility study, business case etc 
for the service in the area- a major piece of work. 
 
I also recently supported a proposal at Essex County Council to take a firmer line with Sat Nav companies 
and routing for HGV vehicles. It is important we support rural business. However, this must be balanced 
with ensuring that inappropriate routes are not used. 
 
Myself and city council colleagues continue to oppose the introduction of garden waste charges and the 
scrapping of many sites from the waste drop off service by Colchester City Council. The proposals will see: 
 
- A £10 set-up fee 
- A £30 for a garden waste wheelie bin 
- An annual charge of £55 for a fortnightly collection 
 
We will do our best to oppose these measures before they are implemented in the new year. We are also 
concerned about indications of charging for other recyclable materials. We will remain steadfast against 
such charges. 
 
Finally, thank you to everybody who continues to respond to the consultation on pylons. I am pleased that 
Essex County Council has provided funding for an independent review of the options. I continue to 
support an offshore integrated option to reduce costs to the consumer, protect our environment and 
deliver the much needed domestic, cheap and sustainable energy. 
 
Lewis Barber – Essex County Councillor 



Word From The Vicarage 
It is that time of year when, for many of us, 

our minds turn to summer holidays.  

Whether we are escaping to far flung 

places and the promise of hours of 

uninterrupted sunshine, sweltering 

temperatures, and beautiful beaches, or opting to take our chances with the 

British weather, staying in this country, whilst also being assured that 

wherever we go we are blessed with a beautiful country with plenty to see 

and to learn about. For me and the family this year it is a holiday in 

Northumberland that we are looking forward to.   Wherever we are heading 

to this summer, there is something about having a rhythm in life, that 

balance between the time to work and the time to rest, a time for refreshment, a time to step 

back from the frenetic every day activity of our lives, to see something new, to be absorbed in a 

different way of being.  

For some of us a holiday, is all about, stopping, laying for hours on the beach or by a pool, 

reading a book, or simply soaking up the sun with the occasional swim to cool down. Others 

might think that sounds like some sort of torture, they might see a holiday is an opportunity to 

learn something new, to discover new places, the first thing they do on arriving is to find the 

pile of leaflets that tell them about all the places just waiting to be visited. Whichever group we 

are in, or where we sit between the two extremes, simply being away from our normal 

environment, soaking up something new, is a holiday, it is a break, it is a rest … as long as we 

remember to switch off the works mobile and set the out of office email message. 

The rhythm of work and rest, is at the heart of our faith as Christians, when God created the 

world, for 6 days he laboured, and on the 7th day he called a sabbath rest. A time to rest and 

enjoy the fruits of his labours and an instruction for us to do the same. To take those moments, 

where we can to stop and to rest.  

And so, if you are fortunate enough this summer to be going away on holiday, I hope you enjoy 

your break away, I hope there is time for refreshment, and time for learning something new and 

that it provides you with a chance to stop and rest and to simply be. 

 

May God bless you 

 

Heather 

A World of Dew” by Kobayashi Issa 

A world of dew, 

And within every dewdrop 

A world of struggle. 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH SERVICES  

    AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2023 

August 13th –  11.00 Morning Worship 

August 27th -  11.00 Holy Communion Service 

September 10th – 11.00 Matins 

September 24th  – 11.00 Holy Communion 

Churchwardens :  

Mike Crisp - 07747 623172 

Richard Batterham– 01787 228172 



 

Wormingford Lives….. as told to Gill Byrne 

Stas, Lili and their  young daughter Vicky came to 

Wormingford from Chernivtsi in Ukraine in 2022, after the 

Russian invasion of their country.  Before leaving, life had 

been about sleeping fearfully in clothes in case evacuation was 

needed and dreading air raid sirens ,knowing neighbours were 

scared and taking shelter where they could, sometimes in  

cellars of their houses.   Their long journey to Wormingford  

was not straightforward but it seems that one of the hardest 

times for them was in making the initial decision to leave everything they knew as 

home and to take that step to greater safety. Stas worked as a car dealer and was 

used to travelling outside Ukraine to other European countries in order to make a 

living. When Ukraine was invaded, Stas happened to be in Germany. He was 

desperately worried about Lili and Vicki, who were still in Ukraine. Stas was 

aware that if he went back, he would not be able to leave again .  Lilli stayed in 

Ukraine alone with Vicky and then, as conditions started to deteriorate and as 

many friends and colleagues fled, Lilli realised that she could not stay and joined 

Stas with the very few basic possessions from home that could be got into a 

family car. After reuniting, the family went first to Milan, where Lilli’s Mum worked. Stas was not able to 

find work in Milan and so the family moved again to Calabria where they experienced similar difficulties 

with employment and housing.  

As Stas had friends and family in London and Colchester, the 

family decided to seek a more settled existence in the UK and 

thus drove across Europe, again with all their belongings in the 

family car.  It was hard for them to find their way in a new 

country when they had to contend with so much worry about 

what was happening in Ukraine. There were so many 

unknowns - how to interact with bureaucracy in the UK as a 

recent refugee is not easy. The couple were very worried about 

little Vicky and how she would cope with so much uncertainty 

and change.  The family eventually found their way to 

Wormingford after stays with friends in London and Colchester. Whilst Stas has chosen to focus on the 

here and now so that he can engage with supporting the family and making a life here, its not like that for 

Lilli. She watches the news all the time and although it does not help her to do this, she feels that she 

cannot betray Ukraine by turning her attention from it. Lilli is in Ukraine in spirit . Both Stas and Lili have 

fully engaged with local life  – Stas got a job as soon as he could and Lili started to learn English in 

Colchester and also got a job locally. Vicki started at Fordham School and has really gone from strength to 

strength due to all the kindness of the staff and friendship of the other children.  Stas, Vicki and Lilli can  

often be seen participating in village hall  events or out and about in the local area.  The family greatly 

value the kindness which Wormingford people have shown them and have discovered  new pleasures– 

such as car boot sales!                                                                       

 

“A World of Dew” by Kobayashi Issa 

A world of dew, 

And within every dewdrop 

                                   A world of struggle. 
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