
 

The Coronation event ……..Emma Johnson writes;   

What a day for a picnic! With the weather forecasting rain and the tables brought into the hall, the stage 
was set.  Wormingford Recreation Trust celebrations for the Kings Coronation were ready and the village 
turned out in force.  We had a bar, run by Graham and Ted who were both fantastic, a cake stall bursting 
with home made cakes from members of the Trust and our most amazing village bakers, the wonderful 
Gill Tansley and Sue Jones ( massive thanks to you both) as well as a sweet stall, children's craft table and 
Splat the Rat, run by lovely Carrie Baker with prize donations from the generous Women of  
Wormingford. 
There were some Trust fundraising stalls and a tombola run by the wonderful Debbie with help from 
Hayley, with a few prime drinks on offer as prizes these were well supported.  Then came fun and games 
for everyone led by our friends Sarah and Paul from The Crown Inn, as you can see from the 
pictures,  some kindly taken by Chip Shaunessy, the children got totally involved and dragged their grown 
ups in too.   All of this raised an incredible £525 towards the upkeep of  Wormingford Village Hall, 
Pavillion and field. 
Now come the thank you’s!  To you as a village, ‘thank you’ for coming out, taking part and joining in. 
Long may you continue to support the Recreation Trust and village events. Thank you, Chip, for taking 
some fantastic photos, which can be seen on the “I love Wormingford” Facebook page. 
A huge thank you to Wormingford Parish Council for purchasing coronation pins for the children and 
villagers to remember this day.  Finally a massive shout out and thank you to my fellow trustees, without 
whom these events would not be possible, Janine, Graham and Debbie. THANK YOU XXX  

DISCLAIMER:  The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors  

and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.  

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 21st of the month by email to: thewormeditor@gmail.com  

 No: 632 June 2023 

There was so much fun to be had at 

the Rec Trust Coronation tea!  

Housing Needs Survey enclosed in this month’s Worm —Please see Page 3 for background  
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In fond memory of Phil Burge. 

One of Wormingford’s most loved and oldest residents, Phil Burge, 
recently died. Here are some recollections of local people who knew Phil 
well and who appreciated his kindness,  good humour and independent 
spirit, showing the high esteem and affection that Phil inspired within this 
community.  

Phil was born a Londoner who chose, aged 17, to move to Wormingford 
and to live his life as a countryman. Although he had the option to return 
to London, his heart was already in Wormingford and he was apprenticed 
to local farmers to learn the many skills of animal and crop husbandry. 
Barry Gibbons recalls how he first met Phil when he was aged 13. Phil 
was working on Woodhall farm, being taught for the first time how to 
make a stack of wheat by George Balls,  a master craftsman [and 
Wormingford’s barber in his spare time] Barry recalls that Phil was taking 
great care and trying hard to get the stack right– not an easy thing to do. 
Phil always appreciated it when Doris, George’s wife, came out to the 
workers in the field with a great basket full of cakes and other made 
goodies for the workers to eat. Barry and Phil went on to act together in 
several of the plays that Wormingford regularly produced– once Phil was 
an ugly sister to Barry’s Buttons! He also gave a first class performance in 
the leading role in Coward’s ‘This Happy Breed’ In later years, Barry 
recalls many happy afternoons spent with Phil and Joan laughing about 
old times. Barry describes his old friend as ‘a true gent and loved by all’   

Graham and Debbie Moore write  ‘Phil was the first person we met in 
the village 13 years ago when we moved in to Robletts Way. Debbie and 
Phil became close friends. He was always there to look after our cats when 
we went away on holiday and often came round to trim our garden hedges.  
Phil had a few ladies in Robletts Way cooking for him and looking after him, namely Debbie, Hayley and Sarah.  
Phil was always a country man at heart and his passions were fishing and shooting. Phil was very popular with all 
our four legged friends with treats on hand and he was also popular with all the youngsters in the village with his 
supply of sweets. During lockdown Phil worked tirelessly in his shed making bird nesting boxes for many of the 
villagers using great skill and care to make them to a very high standard. His quality felt roofs and lead flashing 
made them look exquisite.  He also provided a regular supply of seasonal produce to many in the village including 
strawberries, onions, potatoes and other fruit that he had picked by hand . 

Peter Ridge, who knew Phil for many years and went shooting and rabbiting with him, recalled his memories of 
Phil’s prowess with a rifle or shotgun despite having lost the sight in one eye many years ago. It seems he was a 
dead shot with any gun he handled.   

Annette remembers meeting Phil and his wife Joan in 1984 when they lived in Garnons Chase.  Instantly they 
became friends. Annette also has fond memories of Phil’s generosity and friendliness, always welcoming to new 
residents.  

Karl writes - ‘I  spent a lot of  evenings and weekends with Phil. We liked to go clay shooting together and Phil 
would always say 'did I hit that?' knowing full well he blew it to pieces! We'd then go for a breakfast at The Barn, 
Assington. He would always insist I had a big breakfast and he had a small one with a tea. He drank his tea so hot - 
basically straight out of the kettle with his tin guts, as he would say! It would always end in a dispute about who 
was paying, so I had to sneak off to settle up! Phil was one of the kindest people I have ever had the pleasure of 
knowing, always so giving to people wherever he could be and never wanted anything in return, even in his last 
months. Phil spent a lot of time helping me do building work since we moved to the village and would be annoyed 
if I didn't let him know when his working day started. He would hear me banging away and turn up saying 'why 
haven't you told me you were working?!' Even at his age (and much to my fright) I turned around and saw him half 
way up his old rotten step ladder leaning on a roof! Phil has been like a grandfather figure to me since moving to 
the village in 2021 and he has taught me a lot, whether it was how to shoot better, cut the grass better, or carpentry 
skills. Or just how to be more kind in my ways. All I could teach him was how to answer his mobile phone 
properly!  Phil will be greatly missed by myself, Charlotte, all his four legged friends around the village (our poppy 
being one of them) and their owners that now need to pay out for another meal a day! 

Phil was considered by many who knew him to be the heart and soul of the village. He will be greatly missed by 
villagers young and old and will now be at peace with his beloved Joan. 

Phil’s funeral arrangements;  Wednesday June 7th; 11.00 Service at the Church, 12.30 Colchester crematorium, 
Mersea Rd, Wake at the Crown afterwards.   Anyone not wishing to go to the Crematorium can go to The Crown 
where Paul and Sarah will serve tea, coffee and cake. 



Wormingford Parish Council 

Report for April and May 2023 

 

Meetings were held on 20th April and 11th May 2023. The April WPC meeting was followed by the 
Annual Parish Assembly Meeting, which had a high attendance and included representatives and 
speakers from local organisations. Councillors Lewis Barber and Darius Laws represented Essex 
County Council and Colchester City Council respectively and gave updates on a number of topical 
issues, some of which are referred to below. The Reverend Heather Wilcox gave an account of 
activities associated with the Church. Dave Bolsdon, Chair of Essex and Suffolk Gliding Club and 
Claire Kettle of Recycle also gave updates. Reports were also given by the Recreation Trust; The 
Worm; Book Club; Wormingford in Bloom; Flower Festival and the Women of Wormingford. PC 
Matt Harkness of the Essex Police Rural Engagement Team gave a report of current issues 
associated with rural policing ranging from traveller incursions to theft of property and vehicles. 

 

One particular issue that was raised during the presentations and in the Q&A session was the 
state of the roads, particularly between Wormingford and Eight Ash Green. Residents expressed 
strong views about the dangers presented by potholes and motorist taking evasive action to avoid 
them. Councillor Barber has been trying to raise the visibility of the dangers on this stretch of 
road with Essex County Council but so far had been unable to get confirmation of a date for 
repairs. A further road safety issue discussed was the Packards Lane/Fordham Road junction 
where there have been a number of accidents recently. The Local Highway Panel have since 
confirmed that they are preparing a proposal to improve the safety of this junction which of 
course will have to be costed and funded. 

 

The Wormingford Councillors term of office ended in May, however it was not necessary to hold 
an election due to the fact that only five out of a maximum of seven councillors applied to renew 
their position. The five Councillors are: Peter Bentley, Andy Boyce, Peter Byrne, Daniel Fenn and 
Ralph Patmore. At the May meeting Peter Bentley was re-elected as Chairman and Peter Byrne as 
Vice-Chairman. It was agreed to advertise the two vacant positions with a view to co-opting 
additional councillors as soon as possible. Anyone interested should contact the Parish Clerk, 
details below. 

 

An assessment of Wormingford's Housing Needs will be undertaken during coming weeks and a 
confidential questionnaire has been circulated with the June edition of The Worm to every 
home in the village.  It’s to enable the Council to assess the housing demand from existing 
residents or would be residents with a connection to the village.  Some residents may require 
more bedrooms,  some may wish a bungalow, the survey seeks to find out. 

Residents are asked to complete the enclosed form (even if they have no housing need) and 
return it in the stamped and addressed envelope to the Rural Community Council of Essex. 

 

Due to the roof replacement at the Village Hall the next meeting of the Parish Council is 
scheduled to take place in the Marquee at The Crown Public House on Thursday 8th June 
commencing at 7.00 pm. Many thanks to Sarah and Paul for providing space for our meeting. 
Please note that alcohol cannot be consumed during a PC meeting, however there are no 
restrictions afterwards! 

 

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford@outlook.com. Further 
information and the latest draft minutes can be found at https://wormingford.org/ 

 
http://www.wormingford.org 

mailto:wormingford@outlook.com
https://wormingford.org/
http://www.essexinfo.net/wormingfordpc/


Daisy Taylor of ART writes “ART are delighted to be a part 

of ‘SEND Sensations’, funded by Shortbreaks,  

which allows ART to offer programmes and a 

holiday club for young children with 

disabilities.  ART had 2 amazing sessions in 

April, allowing parents and carers of children 

with disabilities to have a well-deserved 

break and giving the children a chance to 

socialise and have fun in a new setting with a 

range of fantastic outdoor and indoor 

activities. ART have also developed  part of 

their Wormingford site into a sensory playroom with lots of sensory toys, blacked out curtains, 

lights and music for the children to enjoy.  ART love running these sessions and are so proud of 

the staff team who give so much of themselves to entertain and make the children so happy. “ 

 

Calling all Bookworms!! 

Wormingford Mobile Library 

15th June and 6th July - 14:25-14:55 

It’s a wonderful day to celebrate the amazing participants, 
volunteers, and staff. ART will be confirming qualifications and 
certificates for all participants who have completed 
qualifications

ART are also holding their annual Horticulture show, which 
was a huge success last year with a number of categories for 
anyone in the community to enter with winners’ rosettes for 
the best in category!  Why not enter your fruit, vegetables, 
flowers, cakes and crafts – contact ART for a full list of 
categories, which will also be published on our Facebook page 
over the coming weeks. 

All Welcome! If you wish to come, please email info@abbertonruraltraining.org

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+new+year+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=39A01C4A0E23884783AC8C5293D4279B7F692BF6&selectedIndex=5&ccid=Z%2bX56yDo&simid=608028015449407505&thid=OIP.M67e5f9eb20e89d593d88b43a3bc2f302H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+new+year+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=7FF1B9A7C455FDF1170C4CB909737A70E3F5A357&selectedIndex=6&ccid=vGIwvFwV&simid=607989060091317724&thid=OIP.Mbc6230bc5c157af81615d2d26a7d0de3H0
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH SERVICES  

JUNE / JULY 2023 

June 11th – 11.00 Morning Worship 

June 25th -  11.00 Holy Communion Service 

July 9th – 11.00 Matins 

July 23rd – Holy Communion 

July 30th – United service with Holy Communion 

Book Club meets at the Crown every month ( except August)  
and  new members are always welcome. We borrow our books 
from Essex Libraries, so there isn't any cost to  join us, apart 
from your drink. We are very informal, and sometimes we 
discuss the film version of the book as well. 
The last book, “The Silkworm”by Robert Galbraith was our 
favourite book this year, so far. 
For our June  meeting we are reading “The Road Home” by 
Rose Tremain. . 
 
We are going to have a guest author  come along to talk about 
her book in July. She is Ruth Badley, who lives in Mount 
Bures. Her book is called “Where Are The Grown Ups” and is 
based on her family history. Its a while since we had a guest 
author, so we're looking forward to it. 
 
For more information, please email 

bookwormingford@gmail.com  . 

Word from the Vicarage….. 
It seems hard to believe, that the midway point of the year is approaching, our days are so much longer now, as we enter 

June and summer begins, but still time seems to rush on and there is never enough time to get things done. On the 21 st 

June we will celebrate the longest day of the year. I always feel there is something a little disappointing in the fact that 

no sooner has summer begun than the days begin to get shorter! But then I take heart in the fact that, for a while at 

least, the evenings continue to lengthen, it’s just that it gets light later in the morning … when most of us are fast asleep 

anyway and so, for a time we hardly notice. 

We also celebrate Father’s Day in June. This year, I am treating my father, to something I don’t think either of us in our 

wildest imagination ever thought would happen, I still can’t quite believe it! I will be preaching at Evensong in St. Pauls 

Cathedral. My dad is rather proud and looking forward to being there, I am incredibly nervous and just praying I don’t 

make a complete fool of myself. Whilst it is of course a privilege to be able to preach, or indeed to do anything in such an 

amazing place as St. Pauls Cathedral, it is so far out of my comfort zone it all seems rather crazy. 

But I take comfort in the fact it is happening on Father’s Day. Although Father’s Day is not a church festival, it is a good 

day to be reminded of the father love of God. And I am reminded of a conversation with my father just a few weeks ago, 

when talking about the St. Pauls service, I was saying how I felt far too inadequate to be doing this, I was saying how I 

am just a rural parish priest, and he said, but you are far more than that, you are my daughter. 

Whatever our experience of earthly fathers, to our heavenly father, we are always far more than the sum of what we 

believe we are, be it parish priest, company director, or hospital cleaner. We are sons and daughters of God, we are 

loved more than we can ever comprehend, by the one who created the heavens and earth. As a beloved child of God, and 

of my own earthly father, I will stand in St. Pauls Cathedral on the 18th June, my knees will be knocking, but I will 

remember that all I do is in the service of my heavenly father who strengthens me.  

That same heavenly Father is there for each one of us. 

 

May God bless you 

Heather 

mailto:bookwormingford@gmail.com


 

 

  

A Wormingford Life……. As  told to Gill Byrne 

Glen talked recently about his long family connection with Wormingford, not least that his  

grandparents used to run the recently demolished sweet shop/tobacconists along Main Road.  Glen’s 

grandad, [Len Thompson’s],  claim to fame is that he featured in the first chapter of Akenfield. Len 

was shot in the arm on the Somme .When the 

bullet was out, he attached it to the chain on his 

pocket watch and carried it around with him for 

the rest of his life. Glen’s Mum, Ruth, was born in 

Wormingford. She met Glen’s Scottish Dad when he 

was visiting his brother who had settled in Bures. 

After getting married, the couple settled at the Old 

Airbase, which was a kind of camp or village within 

a village at the time. It wasn't long before they 

decided to buy a house in Church Rd off the Humes, 

who were distant relations.  The house was a one up 

one down– not at all as it is today -and Glens Mum 

and Dad went on to have four children there .  

Glen attended St Andrews along with the other 

village children and though he has happy memories 

of his time there, he found that he really didn’t like 

school much and left as soon as he could at 16. He 

joined Paxmans, where he worked at making diesel 

engines for ships and trains that were sent all over 

the world. All in all, Glen was there for over 40 

years. Staying in one place for 40 years is not so 

common nowadays. But that is not all that is 

unusual about Glen, as this quiet and modest person 

is actually a secret hero of sport!   

Glen had many years of playing football for the village team.  When he started long distance running 

he won many county awards for his excellence at this sport.  Glen hated running in football, but when 

he started long distance running he says that he didn’t look back. Glen still does park runs in 

Colchester park but in his heyday would run 50-100 mile trail runs. Although it is not definitively 

evidenced, Glen believes that in 1999 he came second in the whole country for long distance running 

during a competition in the Cotswolds. He finds it odd that people know about the London Marathon 

but not about these gruelling 100 mile races. Glen competed in these on a regular basis and also took 

part in trail, road running and race walking. He won THREE national medals in the THREE different 

disciplines in ONE year and is the only person to have achieved this remarkable attainment. Glen also 

feels doing all this ruined his knees a bit, but I don’t think he’d have it any other way 

Glen told me that as race walking is not a popular sport in this country,  he often had to travel all over 

the place to compete.  During race walking, competitors are expected to race walk 100 miles in 24 

hours non-stop. [can you imagine!] Glen recalled a race in Battersea Park when his feet became so full 

of blisters that he wasn't able to continue. So he did it instead in Castle Park– 100 laps of the Park = 

100 miles –non stop! 

Glen doesn’t do so much incredible competing any longer, but 

hasn’t entirely hung up his trainers. He volunteered to do some 

maintenance in the Churchyard whilst he was on furlough 

during covid and has stayed ever since. Glen can be found today 

in the Churchyard racing around on the mower. Many of his 

ancestors are buried there and Glen finds it restful and 

therapeutic to do this service for them and for the community.  



The Wonderful Women of Wormingford send 
a massive thank you to everyone involved in 
the Dragon Easter Event. The group hopes 
everyone enjoyed themselves and give a 
special mention to Gael Hewitt, daughter of 
Village residents, Peter and Liz Hewitt, for her 
amazing dragon artwork. The Wonderful 
Women also want to thank to Sarah Tighe and 
Paul Baker at The Crown for hosting the event 
and Peter Hewitt and Paul Baker for providing 
cryptic clues! 

Winners of the colouring competition reading top left to 
right: Billy Dowding, age 4, James Baker – age 6, Sam 
Rushmere – age 9, Cherry Dowding – age 8. 

Bottom left to right: Charlie – age 12, Denis Harvey –
adult, Nick Rushmere – a close second! 



 

          Bellringing News 

Six people rang the bells in St Andrew’s 

Church on Coronation afternoon, the 

6th May. Three of them also rung the bells in 1953 at the Coronation 

of Queen Elizabeth, those being Evelyn Reeve, Peter Perkins and 

Barry Gibbons. What a remarkable achievement!  




